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Introduction, 

The IRB protocol prepared specially for this grant was finally approved by the local VA 
medical system and the University of Maryland Baltimore in the early of this year. The 
IRB protocol was submitted to DoD. It is now reviewed. Additional materials are 
required for HRPO to complete the review of the protocol. 
We are preparing the additional materials and will submit them soon.  
Since the DoD has not approved the IRB yet, we have not started the research 
experiments. We will start the planed experiments as soon as the IRB is approved by 
DoD. 
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Since the DoD has not approved the IRB yet, we have not started the research 

experiments. We will start the planed experiments as soon as the IRB is approved by 
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